
I ?

Sell Help gets last laugh
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NormFoster isnot, alas, actor ­
proof. EVen·thebest ofllis come­

dies, it seems, require dfrectionand
stagipgthatpoints uppunchlines.

AFoster castwonhits salthas g9tto
find ensembleenergyto drive comedy
home. Whenthe rhythm.isn'tright,
the momentumfails and'the farce·faDs
flight.

Take SelfHelp as a case,in,point.
'Fhehilarious comedyis about two
broken-downactorswhotire offlog­
gingthemselvessil1yindinnertheatre
and setout to make a mint. How? By
becomingself-help gurus.

@!coursetheyhitit·big. Withsuc­
cess comes the lifestylepossible with
bigbucks. Ever;ything,is prettygroov;y.
'Fhat is until sex: enters thepicture.

When CiJldySavagehasitoffwith
the gardenermore than,petuniasbe­
gin to sprout. 'Fhere's abodyinthe
study, a detective in,the'hall and a
nosyjoumaJist on·the stairs. 'Fhings
whil'1 dizzilyoutlofcontrol. At'least
theyshould.

sa-case Burlington
3325 Harvester Rd.,Bwfington
905-637-5677
• The Aviator (l.4A) 8:00
• Beauty Shop (l4A) 7:00, 9'.20
• BrIde &Prejudice (&) 6:50. 9'.25
• MiUion Dollar Baby (PG) 6:30, 9'lO
- r:.a-.- IUI.\ ';;.'lI\ Doll;

Showtime
Whid:Self~

Who: AJderstIot Players
WIilre west Plains United Chun:h. 549
Plail'lsRoadW.
When: Apri\ 14-16. 22-23 at 8-pm.
Dinner at 6:30 pm. Show only Apri\ 14
Tadrets: With dinner $30
Phone: 9()5,.381-1441

Trouble is thatthe AldershotPlayers
go at this racy stufiina pacethat's too
slow.

Director SamSidawiallows too
manylaughlines to goplopbynot in­
sistinghis actors time them just right.
EventhoughthisoFoster comedy
clocks inat just about two hours with
intermission, there is a senseit'sbeen
playingmuchlonger.

Inthis comedy, Foster is making·no
p.owerful statements. He's not even
suggestinga sense ofaffectionfOf<his

AWARD WINNER
Theatre Burlington finished first in
the recent round of the Western Ontario Dra­
ma league Festival in london, Ont, securing
the right to represent this region in the The­
atre Ontario Showcase coming up in May in
Belleville.

Vigil, adarlt-hearted lookat life and death,

• Hostage (l.4A) 3:45, 6:50, 10:00
• Ice Princess (G) 3:20
• Miss Congeniality 2: Anned and Fabulous (PG) 3:40,
6:40, 9'.30
• The Pacifier (G) 4:20. 7:15, 9:40
• The Ring T_ (l.4A) 4:50, 8:00, 10:50
• Robots (G) 4:00, 6:30, 9:00
• Sahara (PG) 3:50, 7:10, 10".15

characters. EveJ;ythinghere-ispointed
towardhaving·fun and-the success or
faihire ofthe evening.mustbe jq.dged,
llsuppose,bytliat.

Well, 'Fhe Aldershot~Players got
some oftheif<laughs andtheydidsend
their audiencehomehappy. Bythat
standard, llsupposetheir SeHHelp
was asuccess.

Lis,llHiemstrahadfunwith·the·role
of,€indy andhadeasilythemost~pol­
ishedpresence onthe A:ldershot stage.
Her~erindeception,the.ebul­
lient Scot~Broe,workedhard to keep
Hal Savagebelievable throughout. He
neededa·tadmo~twinkleanda'moI'e
energeticsenseofattack.

BevMattsonwas ahitwith the au­
dience as the Savage's increasingly
agitated.maid. At tinles she seemedto
bedoingCarolBurt1ettcrossedwith
VickiLawrence.

Gar:1 SmithhaB beenmriewingtheatre
anddance for theHamiltoJ'iSpectator
formorethan"25~.

Won Best Production, Best VISUal Presenta­
tion, BestTechnical Presentation and Best Di­
rection for Tom Mackan.

The play's actors Patricia Howlett and
Vince Guerriero were nominated for acting
awards. Though highly praised, they didn't
win.

Vigil will play May 19 in Belleville as partof
afive-PlaY series.

• SaInt ItaIph (PG) 4:55, 7:15, 9'.50
• Sideways~ 4:10, 7:05, 10:00
• Sin City~ 4:l5, 5:00, 6:30, 7:15. 8:00, 9'.30, 10'.15
• The Upside of Anger (l.4A) 4:30, 6:45, 7:30, 9:4O,lO".30

The StaIrc:ase
IT DlIllbn st, Hamilton

- 905-~3000

•~ not Di'ovlded bv theatre; call1llealre for movies lIIId
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